Human leucocyte antigen phenotypes and gold-induced remissions in patients with rheumatoid arthritis.
To assess possible associations between human leucocyte antigens (HLA) and the achievement of remission during gold treatment, HLA typing was performed in 67 rheumatoid arthritis (RA) patients with a gold-induced remission and in 25 control RA patients who discontinued gold therapy because of lack of efficacy. Both groups of RA patients showed a significantly higher frequency of DR4 antigen and lower frequency of DR6 than a control population. There were no significant differences in HLA antigens between remission-responders and non-responders. It is concluded that HLA typing is not helpful in predicting the therapeutic response to parenteral gold therapy.